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April 29, 2004 



EXTREMELY URGENT AND IMPORTANT 



SENT BY EXPRESS MAIL 



Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Re: Receipt of Documents from USPTO Not Belonging to our Company 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

In the past week, our office has received 12 Office Actions, 5 Notices of Allowance and 4 Issue 
Notifications for patent applications that are NOT the property of Emerson Electric Co. Under this cover 
letter, I am returning documents for the following patent application numbers: 



Application No. 


Tvoe of Document 


PTO Examiner 


10/389,749 


Office Action 


Saul Rodriguez 


10/440,102 


Office Action 


Savitri Mulpuri 


10/408,256 


Office Action 


Alexander O. Williams 


10/140,111 


Office Action 


Quoc Dinh Hoang 


10/233,432 


Office Action 


Jennifer M. Kennedy 


09/904,908 


Office Action 


Aaron M. Dunwoody 


10/147,044 


Office Action 


Bradley J. Van Pelt 


10/615,825 


Office Action 


Melanie Torres 


10/247,523 


Office Action 


Thanh V. Pham 


10/406,442 


Office Action 


Kiran B. Patel 


09/859,805 


Office Action 


David M. Fenstermacher 


10/477,539 


Office Action 


Dung Anh Le 


10/203,213 


Notice of Allowance 


Katherine A. Bareford 


10/156,772 


Notice of Allowance 


Matthew C. Landau 


10/154,822 


Notice of Allowance 


Dung T. Nguyen 


10/446,734 


Notice of Allowance 


Anh K. Phung 


10/667,505 


Notice of Allowance 


Son T. Dinh 



I am also in receipt of four Issue Notifications for 10/153,525, 10/002,010, 10/238,775 and 
09/875,961. 

A quick review of a few patent applications leads me to believe our customer number has been 
used in place of the customer number for the Miles & Stockbridge law firm of McLean, Virginia. Please 
correct your records as soon as possible so the proper party can begin receiving their documents. 



gssN. ( APR ^ ^ 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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\ Oft'Mr Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/904,908 


Applicants) 

KOMORI ETAL 


Examiner 

Aaron M Dunwoody 


Art Unit 

3679 





ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address • 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)[>3 Responsive to communication^) filed on 02 April 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[x] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 2.6.8. 12. 14. 18,20 and 21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E3 Claim(s) 2.6.8.12 and 18 is/are allowed. 

6) Ex] Claim(s) 14.20 and 21 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)E] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)H All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 041 62004 
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Reexamination 
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*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).) 
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign. 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) 



Notice of References Cited 



Part of Paper No. 04162004 




Application/Control Number: 09/904,908 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3679 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

fclicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 14, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US patent 5916026, Sadakata. 

In regards to claims 14 and 20, Sadakata discloses an elastic shaft coupling 
(101a) comprising a joint member (104) formed with a hole; a hollow shaft member 
(102a) received in the joint member; an elastic member (111) interposed radially 
between the joint member and the hollow shaft member to flex and deform upon relative 
rotation between the joint member and the hollow shaft member; stopper portions 
provided, respectively, on the joint member and the hollow shaft member to restrict the 
relative rotation therebetween within a predetermined amount; and the stopper portions 
provided on the joint member each including a pair of stopper faces spaced from each 
other in a peripheral direction to form a gap therebetween, the stopper portions provided 
on the hollow shaft member each being radially outwardly projected into the gap formed 
between the stopper faces of the corresponding stopper portion provided on the joint 



Application/Control Number: 09/904,908 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3679 

member, the stopper portions on the hollow shaft member being formed by flaring an 
end of the hollow shaft member to be projected radially outwardly. Sadakata does not 
discloses the radially outermost points of contact of each stopper portion being 
disposed inwardly from respective centers of the stopper faces along a radial direction. 
US patent 56721 1 1 , Schremmer et al., or US patent 6283867, Aota et al. teach a 
radially outermost points of contact of each stopper portion being disposed inwardly 
from respective centers of the stopper faces along a radial direction. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
fabricate the radially outermost points of contact of each stopper portion disposed 
inwardly from respective centers of the stopper faces along a radial direction, since a 
change in the size of a prior art device is a design consideration within the skill of the 
art. In re Rose . 220 F.2d 459, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

Further, the method of forming, in particular, the stopper portions on the hollow 
shaft member being formed by flaring an end of the hollow shaft member to be 
projected radially outwardly, the device is not germane to the issue of patentability of 
the device itself. Therefore, this limitation has not been given patentable weight. 

In regards to claim 21, Sadakata discloses the claimed invention except for the 
hollow shaft member being a steel pipe of a low carbon steel. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
fabricate the hollow shaft member from a steel pipe of a low carbon steel, since it has 
been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material 
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Art Unit: 3679 

on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. 
In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2, 6, 8, 12 and 18 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14, 20 and 21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M Dunwoody whose telephone number is (703) 
306-3436. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday between 7:30 
am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H Browne can be reached on (703) 308-1 159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Art Unit: 3679 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




ERIC K. NiCHOlSON 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Attacbneit for PTO-948 (Rev. 0301. or earlier) 

671101 

The below text replices the pre-printed text under the.hetjdiiig, 
"fafoniiitioa oo How to Effect Drawing Changes," on th* back 
of the PTO-94S (Rev. 0J/C1, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING OUNCES 



1. CortxKfMM e< Informalities - il CFR I M 

New corrected oVawiagi must be filed with the change* incorporated therein 
Hiaf Ifjln iafii ia. If provided, should aacfcido the tide of the ievwrioii. 
fancaor's mm. tad appikatio* suaaber. or docket number (if any) if an 
■Ffiririno win let ootfciei MwyH toiMipf^c«tiot> IfdukatorsMtioois 
provid«4. k mbtttKod oo cht front of tackilMiAdcM^wiB^iteioD 
■MifML If normatd drmioy art required io • So** of Allowabifty trTOL- 
3TJt the now dbnta MUSTbt «ed wttki tW THREE MONTH ItomAd 
itaoisno port >d est In wli io ihii "luthje uf JUtowibMiii Extesmteo/tisstt 
tWOTto«llmmtf«BWtf»a^ 

*t iffliwwl RfwiMj — MlMjof • Node* of Allowability. Two > 

< ta i d i a*i*«d ¥fcdtlo<M^ 

theOffidalDraaspesoo, 

2. CorftctJooj other than Informalities Noted bv Draftsperseo eo form PTO- 
§40. 

AH chutes to the drawings, other than informalities noted (he Dransperson. 
MUST be made in the tame manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch ot" the changes to be incorpornco into the nc* 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before ih« implication will be 
allowed No changes be permitted to be made. oth<r -run correction ot' 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the propose ..hinges 

Timing of Correction! 

Applicant is required 10 submit the dravMtw corsciiorts uuhtn the 
time period set in the »" a,chcd Office communication Sec 3~ CFR 
I 85(a) 

Failure 10 take corrects e action w ulun the ->a yc; ^ ^ ill refill in 
ABANDONMENT ,.| ih c jppiK.ti ; .M, 
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n?. QF ° FFICE PLAN T0 CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 

ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S PATENT 

REFERENCES 

Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to- 

!L r r e 7 ^ g nrr PleS U S Paten ' S a " d U S patcnt ^cation publications (US patent ' 
eferences) wuh Office acfons except for citations made during the international stage of an 
mtemauonal apphcation under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 

SS^E "? (2> Pr ° Vide eleCtr0nic 3CCeSS t0 - With convenient downloading 
2 h y ° f : l ? e US P ate D nt references «ted in an Office action via the Office's private Patcnt 

ReWn l °" ™? nat,on RetneVaJ (PAJR) System which has a new feature "lied "E-Patent 
nffi T'n f Bef0 / e r ceasm 8 to P rovide c °P ie * of U.S. patent references with Office actions the 
Office shall test the feas.bdity of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-In n pilot 

So ro^rX? ft 3Cti T ma " ed aftCT ° eCember 1 ' 2003 The Omce^hal. evT et e 
Xto PU ? hS 5 **?™ ltS 3 nOUce Which Wi " be P° sted on * e °n<*'* ««b site • 
teL^Pmgpv) and m the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U S patent 

iultSr „ CU . St ° m " nun ; ber from the Office, and (3) properly assodate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 

S? B PaPe r r T CS ° f f ° m ign PatCnt documents ™* non-patent literature with Office actions 
Paper cop.es of references w,ll continue to be provided by the USRTO for searches and written ' 
opmums prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
tor reexamination proceedings 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U S Patent 
References 

On December 1 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Utrice s private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U S 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
pubhcat.ons subm.tted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 ( 1 449) as part of an IDS The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the "' " 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability from other USPTO systems 



Steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to pnvate PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 
Infrastructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
digital certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page af 
<http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/downloadshrtnl> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request form PTO- 
SB125 : at: http://www.uspto.gov/web/for ms/sb0125 ndf The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
http://www.uspto.eov/eh c/registration pair.html . 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be' 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
f SS! ntS ,f . A ?° be Portable Document Format (.pdf) files. For a limited period of time, the 
UbPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and, if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U S patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
b-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
pracUtioners and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
the teature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new internal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the antic.pated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 
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references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 



Comments 



Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eRefcrencaSnsnt. »nv or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made a vailable for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. ' 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers- 
customer serv.ee centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers and 

fEBcT ^^L C I NPTn n K Un ; berS I* ti0nS Sh ° Uld bC S6nt t0 the Electronic Busin ^ Center 

(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above the 
Office expects to .mplement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 



Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 

at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 

^thTSS ' fr e ^o^ eSti ? nS concemin S the °P erati0 * °f *e PAIR system should be directed 

7(£? 308 SLT U K SPT ° ^ (86 S^- 9197 - 11,6 EBC ^ a,S0 be contacted ^ facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Date. } -y fg A4l iP 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

Use the address provided in this flyer after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents! 

DO NOT USE the Washington DC 20231 and P.O. Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
after May 1 , 2003 for any correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 
indicated in the accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action, notice material 
form, instruction or other information. ■ ' 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Also effective May 1, 2003, the USPTO is changing the special Box designations for 
Patents and Trademarks to corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.g., "Box 4" will now be 
"Mail Stop 4"). 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, 68 Fed. Reg. 14332 (March 25, 2003). A copy of the Federal Register notice is available 
on the USPTO's web site at http://www.uspto.Qov/web/menu/cufrent.html#reoister 

A listing of specific USPTO mailing addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 1 5, 2003 at http://www.uspto.aov/main/contacts htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice, tr.i. Official 
Gazette., or the Office's Internet Web site ( www.uspto.Qov) to determine the appropriate address 
and Mail Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to trie USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 





